


			
ALDBURY PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held in Aldbury Memorial Hall
Monday 6th October 2025 at 8pm

MINUTES

Present: Cllr Webb (Chair), Cllr Warren (Vice Chair), Cllr McCarthy, Cllr White, Cllr Paterson, Cllr Brooks, Cllr de la Bedoyere

In Attendance: Gosia Turczyn – Aldbury Parish Clerk


25/118		Apologies
To receive and accept apologies for absence. 
Cllr Houghton was absent. 

25/119 	Interests 
a) To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda. 
Cllrs de la Bedoyere, White and Paterson declared an interest in agenda item 25/127 Allotments as allotment tenants. 
b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests.
None received. 
c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate.
None granted. 

25/120	Public Matters
	To receive questions from members of the public and press on items included on this agenda (max 15 min). 
	None.  
		
25/121		Minutes
To confirm the Minutes of Aldbury Parish Council Meeting held on 4th August 2025 as an accurate record of proceedings. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Warren and seconded by Cllr Brooks, that the minutes were a true and accurate record of proceedings and were duly signed by the Chair. 

25/122		Reports to the Council.
a) Warden’s report – appendix 1
To note the report and approve expenditure if required.
· The gate on Toms Hill was damaged by a vehicle. The clerk will follow up with Highways regarding repairs.
· The first quote has been received for replacing the surface beneath the swings at the Aldbury playground. It was recommended that additional quotes be obtained to ensure best value.
b) Clerk’s report; items for information only – appendix 2
· CPR and Defibrillator community training will be held on Saturday 25th October at 10 am - 12 noon in the Aldbury Memorial Hall. 
· The Clerk informed the Council that a Direct Debit had been set up on the Unity Trust account and was subsequently refunded through a Direct Debit Indemnity claim. Councillor Warren agreed to follow up with the Unity Trust fraud team regarding the matter.
· The Council received a letter requesting a grant towards repairs to the Church bell. Councillor Webb clarified that it is the bell clappers that have deteriorated and require remedial work. He agreed to investigate the scope of the necessary repairs and suggested that the Friends of Aldbury Church submit a report to the Council detailing the proposed work and associated costs.
· The Council received a request to hire the Recreation Ground for a birthday party of approximately 100 people, proposed to take place in August 2026. Cllr Webb 
c) Hertfordshire police – report from PCSO. 
Crimes reported in August and September were as follows:
Theft from Motor Vehicle, Ringshall - vehicle broken into, bank card stolen.
Beggars Lane – number plates stolen from a vehicle parked during the day.
Criminal Damage, Stocks Road – damage to a vehicle.
Theft of Motor Vehicle, Ashridge – vehicle parked in the car park, vehicle stolen overnight.

25/123		Asset of Community Value 
a) Aldbury Store and Post Office was re-listed as ACV by Dacorum Borough Council on 28 August 2025. 
This was noted.
b) Council to decide whether to make an application to Dacorum Borough Council to list “The Trooper” pub and “The Greyhound Inn” as an Asset of Community Value.
The Council considered a proposal related to submitting an application to list both pubs as an Asset of Community Value. Cllr Webb suggested contacting the Legal Governance Manager at Dacorum BC to determine the feasibility of such an application and the Clerk will set up a meeting. The Clerk will also follow up with Little Gaddesden Parish Council to understand the reasons why Dacorum recently refused a similar application to list a pub in their parish.

25/124		Aldbury Parish Council Grants 
Applications are invited from community groups to apply for a small grant which would benefit the residents of Aldbury parish. The closing date for applications is 31 October 2025.
The 2025–26 grant application form has been uploaded to the Council website, and a notice was posted on Facebook inviting community groups to submit applications.
	
25/125     Planning Matters and Consultations – to consider comments on the following:

a) Application(s) received:

· 25/01880/MOA | Hybrid application (with access details of two main access points from Bulbourne Road and Station Road in Full and the main development on the rest of the site in Outline with all matters reserved) for the demolition of all existing buildings on the site and the development of up to 1,400 dwellings (including up to 140 Use Class C2 dwellings)

The Council had resolved to object to this application on the following grounds:
1. Green Belt and AONB Protection
The proposed development lies on Green Belt land adjacent to the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). No "Very Special Circumstances" have been demonstrated to justify this intrusion. The land is also classified as grade 2 agricultural land, which is vital for local food production and should be preserved.
Additionally, Dacorum had previously advised that the proposed development should not proceed in its current form, due to concerns that it could negatively impact the national landscape.
2. Chilterns Beechwoods SAC Restrictions
Development is restricted due to the Chilterns Beechwoods Special Area of Conservation (SAC). The applicant’s proposal to provide alternative natural green space is considered insufficient mitigation.
3. Scale and Impact on Tring and Aldbury Parish
The scale of the development is disproportionate to the size of Tring. Combined with Roman Park, it would increase Tring’s population by 34%, placing unsustainable pressure on local infrastructure and services. Aldbury Parish, particularly Tring Station (West Ward), would face increased traffic and parking challenges.
4. Lack of Infrastructure Commitments
There is no confirmed commitment from principal authorities or the NHS to provide essential infrastructure such as schools and healthcare facilities to support the proposed population growth.
5. Alternative Sites and Planning Process
Dacorum Borough Council should prioritize brownfield sites and finalize its new local plan in line with updated government guidance before considering development on Green Belt land. If development is necessary, location Tr01 should be evaluated as a more suitable alternative.

· 25/02136/DRC Greenings Farm, Stocks Road, Aldbury, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5RX Details as required by condition 1 (materials) 3 (refuse storage plans) 9 (phase 1 and 2 environmental reports) attached to planning permission 25/00722/ROC
No comment. 

· 25/02238/FHA Rear Extension to garage and conversion to habitable space. Odd Spring Stocks Road Aldbury Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5RU
No comment. 

· 25/02216/LBC Town Farm, Stocks Road, Aldbury, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5RU Lifting and replacement of failed living room tiled floor and adaption of modern paddle stair to 2nd floor
No comment. 

· 25/02411/FHA Installation of 2 rooflights to rear slope of existing single storey rear projection 6 Stocks Road Aldbury Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5RU
No comment. 

b) To consider and approve any Parish Council responses to any planning
applications received during the period after which the agenda was 
published. Those applications will be added in the Clerk’s report and can be found on www.aldburyparishcouncil.gov.uk in the Meetings tab.
None received. 

c) Decision(s) issued by Dacorum Borough Council:

· 25/01619/LDP Woodlea, New Ground Road, Aldbury, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5SF Single storey rear extension and an outbuilding. GRANTED
· 25/01573/FHA Moorcrafts, Toms Hill, Aldbury, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5SD Raising part of roof, loft conversion with rear dormers, alterations to fenestration, paint existing face brick. GRANTED
· 25/01824/FHA Greenings Farm, Stocks Road, Aldbury, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5RX Single storey side extension to house. GRANTED

25/126        Aldbury Parish Street Lights
Cllr Brooks reported that the installation of the new streetlights is scheduled to begin in the second week of December. He is currently awaiting an update from UK Power Networks regarding the power supply to the light unit on Newground Road. Cllr de la Bedoyere agreed to review the offer from the Tomato broker, who had previously recommended a more cost-effective electricity supplier.

25/127	       Allotments
a) To discuss parking at the allotments.
The Council discussed the issue of unauthorised parking and agreed to purchase and install two signs reading “No Parking Except Allotment Holders” on the playground fence.
b) To agree on the amount of rent increase for 2026.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Paterson and seconded by Cllr Webb to raise the rent to £32 for a full plot and £19 for half a plot from 1st October 2026. 

25/128	       Aldbury Sports Club
     To review and agree the rent charges and grass cutting fees.
     The current annual cost to Aldbury Parish Council for grass cutting at the Recreation Ground is £1,800. It was agreed that Aldbury Sports Club should cover the full cost of the grass cutting, in addition to paying an annual rent of £100.

25/129        Filming in Aldbury
The Council is awaiting further details regarding the exact dates and times of the proposed filming, which is currently expected to take place over two days within the first three weeks of November. The Council recommended that the filming fee be negotiated in light of the potential disruption to the village and suggested that it should be sufficient to cover the cost of the streetlights project.
   
25/130	       Christmas Tree
Resolved, to approve an expenditure of up to £400 for a village Christmas tree, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr de la Bedoyere. 

25/131        Ashridge Estate
For update please follow the link https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/essex-bedfordshire-hertfordshire/ashridge-estate/protecting-the-future-of-ashridge-estate.
	      
25/132	       Internal Controls – Governance, Policies and Procedures – appendix 3
a) Preparation for the 2025/26 AGAR and Assertion 10.
Cllrs White, de la Bedoyere, and the Clerk will prepare a report on digital and data compliance for presentation to the Council at the December meeting, aimed at supporting a positive response to Assertion 10.
b) To approve moving to RialtasWeb platform at an annual cost of £205 plus VAT. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr de la Bedoyere and seconded by Cllr Webb to approve the above quote. 
c) To review and adopt IT policy.
This item will be approved at the December meeting. 
d) To review and adopt Data Protection policy. 
This item will be approved at the December meeting. 
	
 25/133      Financial Matters – appendix 4
a) To review and note the accounts including bank reconciliation, bank statement and monthly budget report.
The accounts were noted and agreed by the Council. 
b) To note receipt of income in August and September. 
                          Income received in August and September 2025:
· CCLA Investment – Interest received £249.53
· Allotment rent - £30.00
· Tennis Court - £20
· Tesco Bank - £50 credit as a gesture of goodwill 
c) To approve the renewal of visitor’s parking permit for the warden at an annual cost of £40 (“T” controlled parking zone). 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Warren.
d) To pass resolution to authorise schedule of payments circulated to Council. 
Resolved, PROPOSED BY Cllr Webb and SECONDED BY Cllr Brooks to approve the below schedule of payments:

    	BACS/DD/SO presented for payment at the meeting on 6th October 2025:

	PAYEE
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT

	M Turczyn (Clerk) Salary deducted from total 
	Salary (Paid) and HCC Pension contributions – September 
	
£1,492.18

	HMRC Cumbernauld
	Clerk’s PAYE September
	£166.05

	MW Agri Ltd (SO)
	Grass cutting in the parish August & September 
	£1,145.60

	MW Agri Ltd
	Recreation Ground hedge cut
	£180.00

	Keith Simkin
	Warden hours (quarterly invoice)
	£388.70

	Bidwells
	Allotment land rent
	£425.00

	Bidwells
	Recreation Ground rent
	£250.00

	Aldbury Memorial Hall
	Hall hire 25 October First aid and defib training 
	£40.00

	TEEC Ltd 
	Website hosting annual fee
	£199.19

	TEEC Ltd 
	Procurement of gov.uk domain
	£36.00

	Npower (DD)
	Streetlights power August 
	£135.01

	M Turczyn
	Clerk’s mileage expenses
	£28.80




                                                            







Total: £3,326.49
                          
                          Payments paid in September under Clerk’s delegated powers:
                
	PAYEE
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT

	M Turczyn (Clerk)
	Salary and HCC Pension contribution August
	£1,491.98

	HMRC Cumbernauld
	Clerk’s PAYE August
	£166.25

	Npower (DD)
	Streetlights electricity charge from February to July 2025
	£691.58




e) To review the current annual budget position at mid-year and to initiate discussion on the 2026/27 budget planning.
The Council received the mid-year budget report and the first draft of the 2026/27 budget, both prepared by Cllr Warren. Members discussed the potential impact of proposed funding cuts by Dacorum BC on Parish services and the likely effect on the future precept required to meet ongoing costs. It was suggested that the Council may need to draw on its reserves over time to help offset the anticipated financial shortfall.
Further discussion will take place at the November and December meeting, and members are invited to make comments on the proposed draft 2026/27 budget. 
The Council agreed to communicate its financial position and future plans with the community through the Parish website, village newsletter, and social media channels.

  25/134       Meeting close: 22:11


Next Parish Council meeting will be held on 3rd November 2025 at 8 pm.
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